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Byron Lee Landau - #177247

Current Status:  Active

This member is active and may practice law in California.

See below for more details.

Profile Information

The following information is from the official records of The State Bar of California.

Bar Number: 177247   

Address: Landau Law Group

2580 Red Hill Ave Suite 250

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

Map it

Phone Number: (714) 552-1460

Fax Number: Not Available

e-mail: blandau@yahoo.com 

County: Orange Undergraduate School: Univ of Illinois; Urbana Champaign IL

District: District 4   

Sections: None Law School: Washington Univ SOL; St Louis MO

Status History

Effective Date Status Change

Present Active

12/1/2012 Active  

1/27/2012 Inactive  

11/25/2008 Active  

9/26/2008 Not Eligible To Practice Law  

6/14/1995 Admitted to The State Bar of California

Explanation of member status

Actions Affecting Eligibility to Practice Law

Effective Date Description Case Number Resulting Status

Disciplinary and Related Actions

Overview of the attorney discipline system.

9/26/2008 Discipline w/actual suspension 05-O-02141 Not Eligible To Practice Law 

Administrative Actions

This member has no public record of administrative actions.

Copies of official attorney discipline records are available upon request.

Explanation of common actions

State Bar Court Cases

NOTE: The State Bar Court began posting public discipline documents online in 2005. The format and

pagination of documents posted on this site may vary from the originals in the case file as a result of their

translation from the original format into Word and PDF. Copies of additional related documents in a case are

available upon request. Only Opinions designated for publication in the State Bar Court Reporter may be cited or

relied on as precedent in State Bar Court proceedings. For further information about a case that is displayed

here, please refer to the State Bar Court's online docket, which can be found at:

http://apps.statebarcourt.ca.gov/dockets/dockets.aspx

DISCLAIMER: Any posted Notice of Disciplinary Charges, Conviction Transmittal or other initiating document,

contains only allegations of professional misconduct. The attorney is presumed to be innocent of any misconduct

warranting discipline until the charges have been proven.

Effective Date Case Number Description

9/26/2008 05-O-02141 Stipulation [PDF]

California Bar Journal Discipline Summaries

Summaries from the California Bar Journal are based on discipline orders but are not the official records. Not all

discipline actions have associated CBJ summaries. Copies of official attorney discipline records are available upon

request.

September 26, 2008

BYRON LEE LANDAU [#177247], 55, of Aliso Viejo was suspended for two years, stayed, placed on three years of probation with

an actual 60-day suspension and was ordered to prove his rehabilitation and take the MPRE within one year. The order took

effect Sept. 26, 2008.

Landau stipulated that he entered into a business transaction with a client without fully disclosing the terms of the transaction or
advising the client to seek independent legal counsel.

In 2002, Landau became friendly with David Bezar, manager and owner of Interactive Communications, LLC. Landau represented
Bezar in a contract dispute and Bezar loaned Landau small amounts of money that he repaid. In May 2003, Bezar hired Landau
for another contract dispute and a short time later, loaned Landau money to keep his law practice afloat. Landau and his wife
were co-debtors in a bankruptcy action at the time.

Over the next five months, Landau accepted eight loans totaling $115,000 from Bezar, who became a consultant to Landau’s law
firm. At one point, Landau offered Bezar positions as chief operating officer and chief financial officer. They hired another lawyer
to help negotiate the terms under which Bezar would provide management and consulting services to Landau’s firm, but they
never reached a formal agreement.

While negotiations were ongoing, Landau disputed Bezar’s accounting of work done for the law firm. A couple of weeks later,
Bezar bought a $25,000 Lexus for Landau, who provided a $2,000 down payment and agreed to pay all expenses including
insurance, maintenance and gas. Bezar financed the remaining $23,000 in his name.

Three days after Landau borrowed more than $33,000 from Bezar, bringing the total to $115,000, he informed Bezar his services
as COO and CFO would not be required. One of Landau’s employees was promoted to do the work.

Two days later, Landau e-mailed Bezar a proposed MOU under which Bezar/Interactive would provide consultation services worth
$3,000 a month and would loan Landau more money, up to $150,000. They could not agree and Bezar asked Landau to either
finalize an agreement or repay the loans. Landau agreed to try to finalize an agreement and asked the other lawyer to try again.

Bezar next asked Landau for proof of insurance for the Lexus, instructed the other lawyer to stop working on an agreement, and
demanded repayment of some expenses rendered to Landau’s law firm as well as a minimum payment on the loans. Although
Landau claimed he made the payments, Bezar demanded repayment of the full amount. Landau refused. He also refused to
return the Lexus, which Bezar repossessed.

Bezar sued Landau, who agreed to repay $117,000.

In mitigation, Landau cooperated with the bar’s investigation.
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