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Letter from the Chairman
Dear Friends,

As summer winds down at Sanctuary Belize, we are busy moving ahead with progress on the

development in preparation for the August tour event. Here are some of the updates that guests

this month will see when they visit:

Sapodilla Ridge peninsula almost complete:

The peninsula that will be just across the marina to the south of Marina Village is almost

complete! The outline is easy to locate from the air and will only be more clear once water floods

the canals when the marina opens. Lots 1-5 will be on this peninsula, and at least two of the

owners of those lots are planning on building within the next year so we are excited about this

progress.

Security gate well under way:

Although the guardhouse has been built for a few months now, we hadn't yet started building the

walls that will stand on either side of the guardhouse and direct the flow of traffic. The walls are

going up now and will have a beautiful façade built of rocks from our own quarry in the jungle

parcel across the Southern Highway. Although additional gates are planned for other areas, this

gate at the start of the road to the marina will be the main entryway for guests and residents.

Tents to be erected on beach:

The platforms for our new luxury tents are under construction! They will be temporarily placed on

the beach near the upcoming Beach Club to serve as hotel rooms for our guests who come down

on tours. They will be fully furnished with full, private bathrooms to offer a comfortable stay. We

are still waiting on all the supplies to be delivered, but we hope to start setting the tents very

soon. To view the finished product click here.

Marketing office changes locations:

As of September 1, our expanding sales and marketing office in Newport Beach will have a new

address and phone number. Please make sure to save (949) 757-0949 and 1401 Dove Street,

Suite 610, Newport Beach, CA 92660 to your contacts list.

We have been graced with a busy 2011 with many tours and many new home site owners to

welcome to the community. If you haven't yet had a chance to see Sanctuary Belize in person,

come visit us for the September tour. I would love to have a Belikin with you and talk about our

wonderful development!

Sincerely,

Johnny Usher
Principal

OWNER HIGHLIGHT - Jack and
Allison Merritt
Although they had entertained dreams of one day having a vacation home abroad, Jake and

Allison Merritt had never imagined themselves actually living overseas full-time. That all changed

the day Allison saw an ad for Sanctuary Belize in Islands magazine. Within a couple weeks they

were down on site checking out lots.

"We fell in love with Sanctuary Belize the minute we set foot on the property," recalls Allison.

"Coming from the heat and bugs of South Texas, we were relieved to land in Belize to cool and

breezy temperatures." 

The Merritts took a whirlwind, 36-hour tour of the property, and it took them almost no time to

appreciate the varied terrains on site and the abundance of things to see and do. "When I got

home, the first thing I told my friends and family was how clear and blue the water was, with so

much beautiful coral and sea life," says Allison. "I can see myself appreciating full-time living in

this environment."

As a commercial diver, Jake is looking forward to being able to relax at home after stressful

weeks on the job. "I travel for work," explains Jake, "so having the International Airport next door

in Placencia made it an easy decision to buy at Sanctuary Belize." He anticipates great diving and

snorkeling in Belize, and is particularly enthusiastic about the novelty of having a boat dock right

in front of their new home on Sapodilla Ridge Lot 39. 

Allison is a veterinarian and is considering a plan to run a mobile clinic from an RV until enough

owners are living at Sanctuary Belize to necessitate full-time care for their pets. Her plan is to

begin construction after 6 months so they can start moving house within a year.

"We are just really pleased and happy with our purchase," says Jake. "We can't wait to see the

vision of Sanctuary Belize realized." We are also pleased to welcome Jake and Allison to the

community and hope to see them on-site full time very soon!

SPECIAL REPORT: 
Qualified Retired Persons Program

For many owners at Sanctuary Belize, the Qualified Retired Persons (QRP) program is a huge

incentive for purchasing land in Belize. The Belize QRP residency program was created to attract

foreigners to settle in the country and bring their retirement income with them. For those aged 45

and over, admission to the program means exemption from taxes and duties on income earned

outside of Belize, as well as the right to import personal effects (including a vehicle) duty and tax

free. In return, the applicant needs only show proof of at least US $2,000/month of passive

foreign-sourced income. 

But is the plan as simple as it sounds? For answers, we went to owners Jon and Nancy

Berndsen, who purchased at Sanctuary Belize in August 2010 after being approved for the QRP

program. 

Jon and Nancy learned about the QRP while doing due diligence on investing overseas. "We

were looking for a country where we could achieve residency status without having to live there

full-time," explains Jon, "The QRP program is similar to the program Costa Rica had years ago

but phased out once they met the quota of applicants. The only other country that had something

similar was Panama, but to participate required a US $80,000 investment in a certified teak

reforestation project approved by the government." 

In contrast, the Belize program requires no direct investment, simply proof of foreign-sourced

passive income of US $2,000 per month. "The plan administrators were flexible on that," Jon

said, "My wife and I aren't retired and so couldn't provide any pension documentation. In lieu of

that, they accepted proof of investment dividends and income on rental property."

A QRP cardholder only has to actually be in the country 4 weeks per year in order to maintain

QRP status. Each year the QRP membership must be renewed by showing proof of at least four

weeks' residency during the past year, as well as at least US $24,000 of deposits into a Belize

bank account. 

Although the gathering of items on the application checklist took some time (the program

requires, among other things, a medical physical, AIDS test, police background check, and a full

financial/net worth statement), Jon and Nancy received their approval within a couple of months.

"We corresponded with them via email in the meantime," Jon added, "and they were very kind

and helpful." 

"If I had to do it over," Jon adds, "I would look more closely at the exact timing of my application

to coincide with our building plans as you have to import your car, boat, airplane, personal

belongings during the first year of the QRP residency for it to be exempt of import duties. Other

than that, it was a relatively easy process that was facilitated by a friendly, helpful staff of

Belizeans." 

For more information on the details of applying for the QRP program, please visit the Belize

Tourism Board's website!

Sanctuary Belize Trivia: Uncle Sam
and Plenty

If you were to delve into the title history of the land that makes up Sanctuary Belize, most likely

you would find reference to the names 'Uncle Sam" and "Plenty". Being somewhat curious about

the nature of these names, we recently put some research into finding out where these names

came from, and in the process learned about a historically interesting link between Belize and the

United States. 

When the Civil War first broke out in the US, Colonial leaders in what was then known as British

Honduras became sympathetic to the Confederate cause after creating a profitable business

selling arms to the southern army. Many Southerners decided to flee to British Honduras both

due to this friendly relationship and the ease of using English as the main language. 

The leaders of British Honduras were happy to accept these refugees as they knew they would

be able to benefit from their extensive knowledge of farming, particularly in cotton and sugar. To

further incentivize the move, the colonial leaders offered substantial tax breaks and pricing

discounts on land sold to these refugees. Although cotton farming never took off, many

Southerners amassed a sizable fortune from the farming of sugar cane, adding significant

productivity to the existing market. 

It commonly happened that these homesick Southerners would name their plots of land after their

homes in the United States, or some other patriotic theme. This is presumably where the names

"Uncle Sam" and "Plenty" came from; they would have been a new owner's attempt to bring a

little bit of home and their reason for fleeing to their new home in British Honduras. 

Even today, some maps will still show the names "Uncle Sam" and "Plenty" over the land that

now makes up Sanctuary Belize. To visit some of this Confederate history in person, take a quick

trip up the Southern Highway to Sittee River Rd where a visitor center at the Sarpon Sugar Mill

provides more information. 
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TOP 5 things to do in Belize

Diving: Belize has some of the world's most breathtaking coral reefs and is home to the

Great Blue Hole and Glover's Reef, two magnificent diving spots! The area is also a well known

habitat for the migrating Whale Sharks.

Fishing: Belize is a mecca for the avid fisherman offering spin, fly and trolling all year long.

The abundance of fish species that include tarpon, grouper, snapper, jacks, barracuda, sailfish,

marlin and pompano makes Belize any angelers dream come true.

Hiking: The diverse eco-systems present in Belize that range from coastal palm strewn

beaches, savannah grass lands, riverine systems and Belizean tropical jungles, offer hiker

enthusiasts a unique opportunity to explore the beauty of indigenous fauna and flora species.

Areas to consider are: Cockscomb Jaguar Reserve, Caves Branch River, Tapir Mountain

Reserve and Victoria Peak.

Adventure: For those seeking a little more adventure Belize offers the best in outdoor

recreation and exploration. Caving, cave kayaking, whitewater kayaking and horse back riding

are all activities one can explore throughout the entire country.

Exploration: Belize is home to some of the best known pre-Columbian Maya

archaelogical sites. Belize is considered part of the southern Maya lowlands of the Mesoamerican

culture area, and the sites found there were occupied from the Preclassic era until and after the

arrival of the Spanish. The most important site historically, is Caracol located in western Belize.

Other exciting ruins to visit are Cerros and Xunantunich.

Investing in Belize
The government of Belize aims to provide an enabling environment for private enterprise, to

attract investments in Belize by both local and foreign investors. A series of legislation was

enacted in the early 1990s to allow for a range of incentives for those looking to invest in Belize.

The conditions to qualify for the different incentives vary, as do the investment incentives

themselves–e.g., a tax holiday, or import duty exemption, or a combination of both. Benefits,

however, are dependent upon the type of incentive awarded to the potential investor.

Export-oriented activities, which lead to increased employment, and the development of local,

technological infrastructure, are particularly favorable to the authorities. The government supports

joint venture and partnership investments as a preferred mechanism, however it also allows

100% foreign ownership of an enterprise. Importation of highly skilled personnel to compliment

the Belizean labor force is facilitated providing that appropriate training programs for nationals are

established. Generally, the government hopes to see one local counterpart assigned for every

skilled foreigner employed by the company.

 

 

Find us on Facebook

Sanctuary Belize

Like 96,602

Facebook social plugin

Sanctuary Belize

Did you know Brukdown,

which comes from broken

down calypso, is one of the

most popular genres of

music in Belize? #jammin

#belizeit
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and including your email address to remove to: 

Sanctuary Belize 

1401 Dove, Suite 610, Newport Beach, CA 92660
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