
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

 
 UNITED STATES   ) 

    ) 
v.    )   

) Case No. 8:10-CR-734-PJM-1 
ANDRIS PUKKE,   )  

    ) 
Defendant   ) 

 
MOTION TO WAIVE DEFENDANT’S APPEARANCE  

AT AUGUST 19 HEARING 
 

Comes now, Defendant Andris Pukke, by and through undersigned counsel, and 

respectfully requests that this Court waive his appearance at the August 19 initial hearing 

on the revocation of his supervised release.  In support of this Motion, Mr. Pukke submits 

as follows. 

1. On January 20, 2011, Mr. Pukke plead guilty to one count of obstruction of 

justice, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1503.  He was sentenced on May 20, 2011 to 18 

months of imprisonment, three years of supervised release and a $100 special assessment. 

2. In March 2012, Mr. Pukke was released from prison to Community 

Connections, and he began his term of supervised release the following September.   

Although he is assigned a probation officer in Maryland, Mr. Pukke is principally 

supervised by an officer in the Central District of California, where he lives.  

3. On July 29, 2015, less than six weeks before Mr. Pukke’s supervised release is 

set to expire, Maryland Probation Officer William Tavik submitted a Petition on 

Supervised Release alleging that Mr. Pukke had failed to disclose certain financial 

interests and holdings, in violation of a special condition of his supervised release.  See 

Docket No. 38.  A hearing “for identification of counsel and [the] setting of further 

Case 8:10-cr-00734-PJM   Document 40   Filed 08/11/15   Page 1 of 4

From Artic
le at G

etOutOfDebt.org



 2 

revocation proceedings in order to show cause why [his] supervised release should not be 

revoked[,]” is scheduled on August 19, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. before the Honorable Jillyn K. 

Schulze.  Id. 

4. Given that Mr. Pukke has counsel and a further hearing will be set to address 

the substance of his alleged violations, Mr. Pukke respectfully requests this Court waive 

his appearance at the August 19 initial hearing.  As previously noted, Mr. Pukke lives in 

California and it will cost him close to $1,000 to fly to Baltimore, rent a car and stay in a 

hotel overnight in advance of the hearing.    

5. Neither Fed. R. Crim. Pro. 43, which governs a defendant’s presence, nor Fed. 

R. Crim. Pro. 32.1, which governs revocation proceedings, specifically address a 

defendant’s appearance at a hearing on allegations of violations of supervised release.  It 

bears noting that the defendant’s presence does not appear to be required under Rule 

43(a).  

6. Since his release into the community nearly three-and-a-half years ago, Mr. 

Pukke has incurred no substantive or technical violations of his release conditions.  On a 

number of occasions during the pendency of his case, and even once while he was 

pending sentencing, this Court allowed Mr. Pukke to travel outside the country.   Each 

time, he returned to the United States and surrendered his passport to his probation 

officer pursuant to this Court’s instructions.  He did so similarly when this Court granted 

him permission to travel during his supervised release, in December 2012, and March and 

June 2013.   
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7. His only reporting requirement takes the form of a monthly online check-in, 

and he has demonstrated over the course of both his pretrial and supervised release that 

he can be trusted to follow this Court’s instructions and appear when directed.  

8. The allegations in Mr. Tavik’s Petition are the first of any kind, and Mr. Pukke 

looks forward to his opportunity to address each of them.  

9. On August 10, 2015, the undersigned spoke to Assistant United States 

Attorney Nicolas Mitchell, who indicated that the United States neither consents nor 

objects to Mr. Pukke’s request. 

 WHEREFORE, based on the foregoing, Mr. Pukke respectfully requests that this 

Court grant the instant Motion and waive his appearance at the August 19 hearing before 

Judge Schulze. 

 
 

 
 
    Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
    ______________/s/__________________________ 
    Kristin L. McGough, Bar No. 81828 
    717 D Street, N.W. 
    Suite 400 
    Washington, DC 20004 
    (202) 681-6410 
    (866) 904-4117 
    kristin@kmcgoughlaw.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on this 11th day of August 2015, I caused to be delivered a 

true and accurate copy of the foregoing via the Court’s electronic filing system to: 

Nicolas Mitchell 
Meghan Leibold 
U.S. Attorney’s Office 
6406 Ivy Lane, 8th Floor 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 
Counsel for the United States 
 

 
 
 
 
 
______________/s/__________________________ 

    Kristin L. McGough 
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