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why this site

I first met Andris Pukke through a mutual acquaintance who felt my social media marketing agency might be able to help him with

a few of his consulting projects.

Upon meeting, we discovered that we were both University of Maryland alumni who had spent summers in the very small town of

Dewey Beach, Delaware. Living in Southern California, it’s not every day you meet a Terp who has been to The Starboard!

Andi quickly became my favorite client and a good friend. I’ve gotten to know him very well, both on a business and personal level,

and I find him to be very fair and honest (almost to a fault). The guy is a straight shooter and one of the most brilliant business minds

I’ve ever met.

So here’s my story...

As my team was working on social media campaigns for a few of the companies Andi works with, they would often bring me bits and

pieces of information they dug up about “what had happened to Andi.”

It bugged me that the articles and blog posts they would send me about Andi were completely contradictory to this guy I had gotten

to know very well. Eventually, my curiosity was peaked to point that I decided to find out what had really happened to Andris Pukke.

My Googling informed me that the Federal Trade Commission sued Ameridebt, a massive company Andi founded in the late 90’s.

He created and built the company to help consumers manage their debt by negotiating with their creditors. Apparently, the FTC felt

that Ameridebt wasn’t being sufficiently transparent about the fees they were charging and sued them for “deceptive advertising

practices”.

I became further intrigued by the whole situation and had to find out how something like this could happen to such a great guy. I

was also curious to find out why his battles with the FTC had lasted for so long.

Although the FTC had sued Ameridebt for $170 million, after some early discussions with Ameridebt's lawyers, they apparently

agreed to settle the whole case for approximately $5 million dollars. So what was the catch? Why wouldn’t Andi just accept the

settlement offer and put this whole thing behind him? It turns out that the only way the FTC could accept the money was if Andi

agreed to sign a document admitting that they had deceived consumers. He knew that Ameridebt was helping hundreds of

thousands of people and that they were fully disclosing all of the fees being charged, so he refused to comply with their demands

and walked away from the settlement offer on principle.

And that’s when his lengthy battle started.

In working with Andi, I have personally met many of his friends, clients and employees. They are dynamic, talented individuals who,

when asked about what happened to Andi, share a common tone of voice that can only be described as ANGER. Clearly believing

that Andi had been wronged, everyone with whom I spoke assumed a frustrated body positioning and pained facial expression when

explaining to me their consistent versions of what had gone down with the FTC.

After a meeting one day, I decided to ask Andi directly what happened with Ameridebt and the FTC. He explained that it was a VERY

long story and that if I was actually really interested in the truth, I should read the manuscript he wrote. I agreed and he gave me a

lengthy file containing the precise history from start to finish.

As I read page after page of his detailed account, I became more and more incredulous. What happened to Andi was

UNBELIEVABLE. I could not comprehend that our government system could possibly be this flawed and unfair.

Googling “Andris Pukke” and “Ameridebt” returned dozens of brutal, scathing, one-sided press hits. I was shocked and appalled.

“Andi, the articles about you online are ridiculous!” I shouted. “They make you out to be an absolute monster! Why haven’t you

defended yourself online, or wrote anything explaining YOUR side of the story?”

He shrugged his shoulders indifferently saying, “My family, friends and business associates all know the truth about what really

happened. I don’t really care about any of the others.”

As someone who has built her business helping companies navigate the social media and online waters, this complete detachment

regarding his digital persona got me fired up. Like many people in their mid-40‘s, the web hasn’t always been a way of life for Andi

like it has been for my generation.

Everyone knows that what happens on Google stays on Google. Many times, one’s perception on search and social media is

sometimes as important (or more so) than how they present themselves offline, in “real life.”

Couple this with Andi having six daughters who share his unusual last name, plus the fact that he has done so much good for so

many people around him...I knew I HAD to do something.

Let me be clear. I wasn’t there when everything happened with Andi and the FTC. I’m not claiming he’s right or wrong, innocent or

guilty. What I am claiming is that after reading extensive third party research reports, and talking to countless friends, family, clients

and employees, I had to publish what I discovered.

Andi may not care what anyone else thinks about what happened to him, but I do.

AndrisPukkeTruth.com was created to educate people on the untold side of the Andris Pukke story. It’s my hope that by making this

information public it will aid people in making a fair, unbiased, opinion about “the Ameridebt Guy.”

Please email any questions, feedback or additional info to erin@andrispukketruth.com.

Thanks. Erin Gargan
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