The Debt Negotiation Process
Once you' ve decided that paying your creditors on their current terms is no longer an option, you can
retain our debt settlement attorneys to work out a settlement of your debts.

1. First, contact The Debt Group for a consultation and quote at 949.743.1910 or 800.548.2052 Ext.
2418.. Should you want to take advantage of the attorney debt negotiation service, you will need to gather your

latest billing statements for the accounts you want enroll into the program. (These accounts must be unsecured
debts: Credit Cards, Personal Loans, Collections, Medical Bills, judgments, etc...)

2. Discuss with your Consultant your monthly payment options. Be prepared to go over your monthly expenses and
income. After the application process has been completed, we will then forward you the law firm's legal services
agreement with the appropriate figures based on the numbers taken in your application process.
3. On the law firm's legal service agreement, you will be required to proof the creditor names, account numbers,
creditor's billing address, phone number, and total current debt balance to ensure that all of the information is
accurate and complete. This information is critical in order to appropriately communicate with your creditors.

4. Once you' ve completed the reviewed the legal services agreement and returned the required documents back to
our office, you will receive a Welcome Package in the mail from the firm within two weeks of your start date. This
Welcome Package includes additional legal information, instructions as to what to say and what not to say to
creditors and debt collectors, and phone numbers for when you need to contact the law firm.
5. Upon your first payment date, the firm will send a Cease and Desist Order and a letter of representation to your
creditors identifying that the law firm is representing you. This is the first step in establishing the lines of
communication between the law firm and your creditors, and serves to trigger certain *Federal rights on your
behalf.

(A copy of the letter of representation sent to creditors is included in the Welcome Package for your reference.)
6. The law firm will advise you of all good faith offers made by creditors and debt collectors, and their acceptance of
any offers made by the law firm. The law firm will not settle any account without your approval. Once your

accounts have been settled, your creditors will be required to sign off on a $0.00 balance owed against your
account and report to the Credit Bureaus for updating.

Debt Negotiation
Debt Negotiation services for immediate debt relief are often sought when a debtor can't meet their current payment
obligations with their creditors. And in most cases, there are specific legal strategies required to perform a debt reduction
appropriately, and be hugely successful. That's why most consumers with substantial debt elect to hire debt negotiation

attorneys for help.
Through the law firm's debt negotiation service, you will make one affordable monthly payment to the law firm. This new

payment will allow you to achieve a $0.00 debt balance once the attorneys have completed negotiations.

Please review the debt negotiation chart below for sample monthly payments based on specific debt
amounts.

Sample Monthly Payment Schedule
Current Deb t
$10,000
$15,000
$20,000
$25,000
$30,000
$35,000
$40,000
$45,000
$50,000
$55,000
$60,000
$65,000
$70,000
$75,000
$80,000
$85,000
$90,000
$95,000
$100,000
$105,000
$110,000
$115,000
$120,000

14 Mo n t h Term
$514
$771
$1,029
$1,286
$1,543
$1,800
$2,057
$2,314
$2,571
$2,829
$3,086
$3,343
$3,600
$3,857

$4,«4
$4,371
$4,629
$4,886
$5,143

$5,4oo
$5,657
$5,914
$6,171

24M o nth Term

$6oo

36 M o nth Term
$200
$300
$400

$75O

$5oo

$900

$600

$1,050
$1,200
$1,350
$1,500
$1,650
$1,800
$1,950
$2,100
$2,250
$2,400
$2,550
$2,700
$2,850
$3,000
$3,150
$3,300
$3,450
$3,600

$7OO

$225
$300
$375
$450
$525

$soo

$6oo

$4so

$9OO
$1,000
$1,1OO
$1,200
$1,300
$1,4OO
$1,500
$1,600
$1,700
$1,800
$1,900
$2,000
$2,100
$2,200
$2,300
$2,400

$675
$75O
$825
$9OO
$975
$1,050
$1,125
$1,200
$1,275
$1,350
$1,425
$1,500
$1,575
$1,65O
$1,725
$1,800

$54o

$300
$45o

48 M o nth Term

60 M o nth Term

$240
$300

$360
$420

$6oo
$660
$720
$7SO
$840
$9OO
$96O
$1,020
$1,080
$1,14O
$1,200
$1,260
$1,320
$1,380
$1,440

*These monthlypayment examples include settlement to creditors and law firm fees. Other payment
schedule options available.
I want th e a t t orneys to r educe my d e bts, but d o I h a v e t o m e e t w i t h a n a t t orney or g o t o c o urt?
No, this is not bankruptcy. You will execute a Power of Attorney that enables the attorneys to represent you. The law
firm will communicate directly with your creditors and debt collectors on your behalf. You will have telephone access to
the law firm's Customer Service should you have any questions during the entire settlement process. In some instances
you may speak with an attorney over the telephone, but you will not have to meet with a lawyer or have to go to court.

Program Benefits
There are so many advantages to law firm facilitated debt negotiation and settlement that it literally

makes other debt relief companies seem inferior, impracticable, and obsolete.
1. Get out of debt much faster than credit counseling programs or by making minimum credit card payments on
your own. Our service has proven itself again and again for saving clients thousands, even tens of thousands of
dollars. Once you enroll your unsecured debts into the program, your total debt balance will immediately

decrease.
2. Reduce or eliminate debt collection calls. Under Federal law, once you retain an attorney or law firm to manage
your debt negotiations, the creditor or debt collector must contact your attorney and not you. With our service,
you will redirect all collection calls and letters to the law firm.

3. Get one affordable monthly payment. You can choose your new monthly payment based on your monthly budget.
There are many convenient payment options to choose from with our debt negotiation service.
4. Avoid credit card company lawsuits. The attorneys settle millions of dollars in debt every month and have close

relationships with just about every major credit card company. The program is the safest in the industry.
5. The attorneys are regulated by the Bar association with the highest ethical standings. The attorney members are
licensed and are the most qualified professionals for dealing with creditors and facilitating debt settlements.
6. Our debt negotiation and settlement program is completely confidential. Your information is not shared with any
third party not related to helping you to get out of debt. Your privacy is seriously protected.
7. Our attorneys work with every creditor and collection agency that you may have. If the debt is unsecured, you
can enroll that debt into the debt reduction service. Many companies cannot work with certain creditors.

8. The law firm's service agreement is a fully disclosed legal retainer, not a baseless contract from a non attorney
company that literally just 'tries' to negotiate with a creditor or debt collector.
How do I enroll in the service?
First, you want to gather together all of the statements for the acceptable debts that you would like the attorneys to
negotiate on your behalf. This includes credit card accounts, department store accounts, accounts in collections and other

unsecured debts. You may also want to write down all of your current monthly household expenses to help you
accurately review your budget during your consultation.
Contact The Debt Group for a consultation and quote at 949.743.1981 or toll free at 800.548.2052 Ext. 2405. After

completing the application process, you will be sent a legal services agreement package for your review. Your counselor
will go over these documents with you thoroughly after your receipt of the forms. Upon your signed return of the legal
documents to the law firm, your enrollment will begin on the date that you have chosen to have your first deposit

transactioncompleted.
The law firm will handle your case from there.

Client Responsibilities for Debt Settlement Su ccess
The success of the debt settlement program is as equally dependent on your ability to be patient, and your
ability to perform your responsibilities as outlined below:
1. Forward the law firm any correspondence you receive from any of your original creditors, debt collectors, or other
attorneys. This includes any legal pleading or other legal or regulatory documents. Timing is important in a debt
negotiation process, so please forward such documents immediately.
2. Do not engage in conversations with original creditors, debt collectors and other attorneys. All you need to tell
them is that you have no money and you' ve hired a law firm to assist you with your debts. This is very important!
Again, do not engage in conversation with debt collectors!
3. We graciously ask you to be patient and recognize that success will not be achieved overnight. However, with

your commitment, and the attorney's long-term support and debt negotiation expertise, we can together save
you time and money, and get you on the road to financial recovery.
4. Make timely payments as agreed upon according to the law firm's service agreement. This will ensure that the
creditors will have their appropriate funds upon settlement, as well as protect you from unnecessary
complications during the process.
During the debt settlement process, you should anticipate receiving debt collection calls for a short period of time as well

as be prepared to have your credit score negatively impacted until you have completed the program. While these can be
frustrating aspects of the service, always keep in mind that the goal is to save you time and money, to get you out of
debt safely and improve your long term credit scores.

In theevent that one of your creditors or a debt collector contacts you, you will direct them to contact the
law firm.

Debt Relief Choices
Debt relief has many forms, and some solutions are better than others depending on your situation. Please
find below the most common debt relief choices available in today's market for consumers:
1. Stop Paying Your Bills and Do Nothing At All
This method of debt relief seems to be the only choice should you have no income and don't mind continued calls from
creditors and debt collectors. Keep in mind, some debt collectors, and even credit card companies, will threaten you with

wage garnishment for non payment. In other words, they will garnish your wages from your pay check. Can they actually
follow through on that threat? Yes they can, but not until they sue you, win, and have a judge decide to garnish your

wages as the method of repayment. Doing nothing is the worse thing you can do.
2. Refinancing and Debt Consolidation Loans

If you own a home, a secured debt consolidation loan may be a debt relief option to consider but not recommended.
Keep in mind, debt consolidation loans do not get you out of debt, it rearranges your debt. This type of loan is essentially

a home equity loan which is used to pay off your other creditors.
Secured debt consolidation loans supposedly help many consumers by consolidating all of their debts into a single
monthly payment with a lower interest rate and payment amount. However, be very careful when you borrow money
against your home to pay off credit cards and other unsecured debts. You are then converting unsecured debt into

secured debt. This could cause you serious problems if for some reason you are unable to make your payments on time.
3. Debt Negotiation and Settlement Services
Debt negotiation and settlement is a viable debt relief option for those who want to protect their long term credit score,
can afford to pay something toward their debts but cannot afford the entire amount, and for those who want to avoid

bankruptcy. There are essentially two types of debt negotiation companies available to consumers:
I. Attorney Based: You will be utilizing highly experienced debt negotiation lawyers directly. The law firm's debt

settlement program is preferred by many consumers for the reason being that attorneys achieve the most aggressive
reductions, as well as protect and safeguard a client's Federal rights; if you have an attorney representing you in a debt
matter, the creditor or debt collector must contact the attorney, rather than you. If you do not have an attorney, a debt

collector may contact other people, but only to find out where you live, what your phone number is, and where you work.
II. Non-Attorney Based: Most debt settlement companies you' ll find advertising on the internet do not use attorneys to

manage the debt negotiation and settlement process. These entrepreneurial type of debt relief companies simply have
limited negotiating tools compared to professional attorney negotiators. In addition, many credit card companies and debt

collectors refuse to negotiate with non-attorney based companies. Put simply, when you hire non-attorney negotiators,
you' re at high risk for failed negotiations, lawsuits, a worsened financial situation and possible cause for bankruptcy.
4. Chapter 7/ 13 Bankruptcy

Under Chapter 7, if you can qualify, you can have all or part of your debts discharged; after your liquid assets are used to
repay some of the debt. This type of bankruptcy has been made extremely difficult to qualify for in recent years.

Under Chapter 13, you repay all or part of your debt through a three- to five-year repayment plan. When you make the
bankruptcy filing, you will also submit a repayment plan to the court. After submitting the plan, you should begin making
payments to the court, who in turn pays your creditors.
6. Consumer Credit Counseling Services

In a Consumer Credit Counseling Program (CCCS), you will repay 100% of your outstanding debt, plus interest and fees.
Consumer Credit Counseling is a process that is supposed to offer education to consumers about how to avoid incurring
debts that cannot be repaid. The CCCS process is actually more debt prevention education than a function of actual debt

relief. Most of these "Credit Counseling" companies simply work as a collection agency for card companies.
7. Keep Paying Creditors
Continuing to pay your creditors each month may allow you to keep a good credit rating or may not, but it will certainly

get you no where making minimum payments. Did you know typically 85% or more of your monthly minimum credit card
debt payment goes toward interest only and not towards reducing the principal debt amount? This cycle can keep you
sending money to your creditors for many years and force you to pay back the original balance many times over. How
long is too long? How much is too much?
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"Changing lives, one client at a time!"

