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Utah millionaire Jeremy Johnson mounts own Haiti aid
operation
a 5 months ago
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By ISTRAPACHECO, Associated Press Writer

JIMANI, Dominican Republic (AP) — When Utah millionaire Jeremy Johnson saw news reports of rh •

Haiti's suffering, it wasn't enough to just pick up the phone and donate money.

He mounted his own reliefmission.

Johnson began organizing the effort with friends and business partners in St. George, Utah,
immediatelyaRer the Jan. 12 earthquake. Within three days he was ferrying food, doctors and medicine
into Haiti from the Dominican Republic, using two personal jets and helicopters.

He set up camp on a dustysoccer field in Jimani, a town just across the border from Haiti. Inside a
• •

tent, a table is covered bya large map of Hispianola, the island that is home to the two countries. Giant
boxes of diapers, powdered milk, oatmeal, water and sleeping bags are everywhere. 6 Furl P Reddit Lgl Spurl W Y! Myweb

+' Fark Z De l.icio.usl l Google C~li
~ S tumbleupon

An electrical generator hums in the background as a dozen volunteers take inventory, haul boxes to 6 l Digg 6 Facebook CFI Drudge7~'College Humor
waiting helicopters and exchange emails with donors in Utah. It's a bare-bones operation: Afew fans
provide the only relief from the 90-degree (30-degree Celsius) heat, and a small refrigerator cools the
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energydrinks he is constantlydowning. 559PaI

Four colleagues flew down with him. The onlysign that theyget any rest is a few inflatable mattresses
and pillows piled in a corner under the tarp.
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At 34, the Internet entrepreneur has amassed a fortune large enough to fund the bulk of his aid effort, More U.S. & World Headlines
which included buying two more helicopters in the Dominican Republic after realizing he needed more
distribution power. . House, Senate reach tentative deal on debit cards 2 mins ago

O

"I am a person who has been blessed," Johnson told The Associated Press this week after arriving at . By the numbers: Oil leak wouldn't fill Superdome 1 hr ago
the camp following a long dayof visiting isolated communities on the outskirts of Port-au-Prince. "To &Video l V (1)
sit back and relaxand send a little moneyor whatever, it just made me feel ungrateful." Regulators OK plan to police banks' pay policies 1 hr ago ~

(1)
Sweat trickles down Johnson's freckled face as he talks about being a problematic kid who barely
graduated from high school. Clad in worn jeans, T-shirt and sneakers, a baseball cap pulled over his

. White House says Obama can have fun even during a

red hair, he looks more like a kid than a successful businessman. crisis 1 hr ago 'D (18)

Trial in Connecticut to find if cheerleading is sport 4 hrsago ~

Barbara Johnson, his mother, said he started a stucco business at 21 and quicklymoved into Internet (16)
endeavors. She said the success of those businesses have left him with the means to help many.

Some of those businesses, however, have drawn scrutiny. Most Read Stories M o st Watched Videos

The Utah Division of Consumer Protection hit Johnson's current business, iWorks Inc., with dozens of Most Read Stories more»

citations between 2006 and 2007 for allegedlyengaging in deceptive and fraudulent practices. The
cases were dismissed after the company, which sold "how-to" programs to people seeking 1. Horror on the highway as
government grants or loans, agreed to change its sales tactics and gave refunds to unhappy itnesses watch fatal shooting
customers. 'near Poplar Street Bridge

The Better Business Bureau has given iWorks an F, its lowest rating, following 30 complaints in 36
months. All but one of those has been resolved, according to the bureau's Web site. 2. Father's Day visit ends with

fatal knife attack
And in Februaiy2001, the Securities and Exchange Commission charged Johnson with making false
statements, after he recommended that investors buystock in a corn panywithout divulging he was a
stockholder. The case was settled without an admission of wrongdoing. 3. Soulard bar employees fight

back against would-be robber
None of those issues seems to have interfered with his altruistic work.

He has used his jets and helicopters to rescue lostand trapped hikers in the middle ofthe mountains . Neighbor rescues girl locked
in Utah, and provided a home for boys pushed out of a Utah polygamist sect. in hot car on Riverview Blvd.

Utah Attorney General Mark Shuitleff, to whom Johnson donated $50,000 in 2008, praised Johnson's
volunteer work. 5. Porn star claims Tiger Woods

"He's just incredible," said Shurtleff, who has been trying to help Johnson cut through red tape to get

orphans out of Haiti. "I' ve gone to him manytimes when we need moneyfor (charities)."

Johnson said his rescue work in Utah helped give him confidence he could pull off something similar
in Haiti. Butwhen he arrived in the capital with boxes offood, people were so anxious for the help that
theyrushed the helicopter and it became "reallydangerous," Johnson said.

Haitian bureaucracyhas presented problems, requiring him to file large amounts of paperwork and
buyflight insurance. He has also grown frustrated with the aid effort, seeing boxes of food piling up at
the Port-au-Prince airport.

"As a result I even stole," he said, explaining that he loaded his helicopter with boxes of aid sitting on
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the tarmac and took it to small towns that needed it. "No one has arrived in these places. There is a lot

leR to be done."

While he distributes aid in Haiti, 100 people — including his wife — coordinate, raise moneyand collect
goods back home. Manyof them are from a Mormon congregation and have created a Web page

called Utah Haiti Relief to collect money.

"I know that(this) is just probablya scratch on the surface, but to the people we are getting to, it makes

a difference," he said.

As the father of two daughters, ages 2 and 6, the hardest thing for him is to see all the orphans.

"I'm notan emotional person at all," he said, "and I cried more in the last two days than in mywhole

life."

He is working with Maison des Enfants de Dieu — Children of the House of God — orphanage to help
about 130 young children get out of the country, most to waiting adoptive families. He says he got 21
children visas and sent them to the United States on Thursday.

In the long term, Johnson hopes to continue raising moneyto buyconstruction materials to help
rebuild homes.

"Mylife is going to change from this, there is no doubt," he said.

Associated Press Writers Jennifer Dobner and Paul Foy contributed to this story from Salt Lake City.

On the Net: http:ltwwwutahhaitirelieforgl

(Copyright 2010 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.)
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Commenting is intended as a constructive, open communityforum. Abusive text and comments that do
notfollow terms ofservice guidelines are not condoned by NewsChannel 5 and will be removed.
Repeat offenders will see their profiles removed from the web site. PLEASE NOTE: Comments are
automatically removed for review aRer three reports of abuse by public users, such as you.
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D LilTommyTucker wrote:

I agree with SUZIIEQU ...save his business practices and complaints for a follow-up story. If
the AP can't focus on the current story...How a person is working to help save, feed and cloth
victims then don't tell us anything at all... and when theydo the follow-up about the business
practices they need to keep in Mind that the time for the hatchet job was a couple years ago...
Give us full details about how Johnson responded to the complaints...in the mean time lets
focus on the vicitms and those who are doing something other than (like Hilaryand so many
US government wonks) only being there for the photo ops.
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